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FUEL RETAIL MARKET, ELECTORATE OF BUNBURY 
Statement by Member for Bunbury 

MR DEAN (Bunbury) [12.57 pm]:  I inform the House of the deplorable state of the fuel retail market in my 
electorate.  Nothing gets under people’s skin more than the realisation they are being ripped off, and the people 
of Bunbury are no exception.  For many years, Bunbury residents have felt that they are ripped off every time 
they buy fuel for their cars.  Bunbury is located 178 kilometres from Perth and 100 kilometres from Mandurah.  
Prices in my electorate are constantly 10c to 17c a litre higher than in Perth.  Some people in Bunbury believe a 
cartel is operating; they may well be right.  The problem stems from a lack of competition in the local market.  
Bunbury has four fuel distributors and over 20 fuel retail sites.  The four distributors are City and Regional 
Fuels - that is, BP Australia Ltd; Direct Fuel Supplies - that is, Caltex Australia Ltd; Gull South West 
Distributor; and the member for Mitchell’s good friends, Myles South West Fuel Supplies Pty Ltd.  These four 
directly own all but three of the retail sites in Bunbury.  The exceptions are two independents, which are supplied 
by Direct Fuel Supplies, and the other is owned by the richest man in federal Parliament, the member for Forrest.  
Effectively, these four distributors are selling fuel to themselves and then to consumers at inflated prices.  This 
does nothing to promote competition.  There is no competition between the retailers and precious little between 
the four distributors; there is only a cosy arrangement that means Bunbury motorists get ripped off.  

The petrol pricing committee, with which the member for Mitchell was involved, addressed some of these issues.  
However, when it came to the crunch and legislation was introduced last year, the member buckled at the knees 
and voted against the 50-50 rule.  I am glad to report that he has now seen the light and voted for the rule, which 
is contained in this Government’s legislation.  What will his mates think? 

We need to assist the independents to break free of the dead hand of the distributors and their cosy arrangements.  

Point of Order 

Mr BARNETT:  The member for Bunbury has impugned the reputations of the federal member for Forrest and 
the state member for Mitchell.  I ask that he withdraw that comment. 

Mr DEAN:  Which particular comments impugned their reputations?  Is it not true that the member for Forrest is 
the richest man in federal Parliament?   

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Andrews):  I call the member for Bunbury to order.  There is no point of order. 

Sitting suspended from 1.00 to 2.00 pm 

The SPEAKER:  I acknowledge the presence in my gallery of Hon Joan Kirner, the former Premier of Victoria.   

[Applause.] 
 


